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The previous two issues of the Urban Scrawl have included 
two perspectives on ways to perceive the planning field. The 
first, presented by Andy Melamed, states that planning should 
follow a certain approach, i.e. to make the best with what we've 
got and to avoid the worst. The second, the one forwarded by John 
Udy, is less judgmental and encourages the diversity existing in 
the planning field. Today, I will try to express a point of view 
which definitely combines concepts from both of our professors 
and differs in other respects. 
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I think first of all that we as individuals and also as 
Planners expect too much from ourselves and from others. We haope 
to accomplish too much with the little time we have available to 
effect social change. I believe that, as Andy says, we should 
keep our expectations low, so that when things don‘t work out, we 
don‘t feel frustrated, and when things do work our way, we feel 
great satisfaction. This does not mean that we should not give a 
good effort; the principle of doing one’s best is not truncated 
by keeping our expectations low. This may seem illogical, but 
in fact one notion is independent of the other. 


With this in mind, I personally do not expect much from the 
Planning field. Hoping that planners will help build perfect 
cities is far beyond my scope. Instead, I believe we should work 
on two fundamental skills which are essential to everybody on 
this "earth plane", including planners: communication and 
understanding. These notions may seem simplistic, but without 
them, secial change is very unlikely. 


In our so-called advanced state of communication, we 
definitely would not think that this issue would or could be 
considered a problem. On the contrary, I believe that it is one 
of the major causes of conflict in our lives. How often do we 
really stop and listen to what others are saying to us? 
Further, another great difficulty we have is in expressing what 
we really think and feel to people we are conversing with. These 
two components, expressing our thoughts and listening of others’ 
ideas, can explain many disagreements we encounter in our daily 
activities. I‘m sure that you could find many instances where 
the issue of communication or lack of it leads to or has led to 
unnecessary conflicts. 


The other notion I brought up is understanding. In our 
modern western society, we are not socialized to attempt to 
understand others, even when the channels of communication are in 
full operation. Rather, our social order has’ bred individuals 
who are iiinteriorized and consequently narrow-minded. As John 
explains, we do not receive well ideas that differ or are 
contrary to our own. We should instead broaden our minds with 
what we can learn from others. As one saying goes: "Minds are 
like parachutes: they only function when open.” This implies a 
degree of understanding towards others and also towards 
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ourselves. Too often we take the easy way out of not trying to 
understand. Yes, it is true that understanding takes up more 
time, energy and also money, but I think it is worth the effort 
(or the sacrifice — depending on how you see it...). Once again, 


I know you can think of many incidents where the effort of 
understanding was not present. 


This whole question leads into the concept of diversity and 
tolerance. If we have the ability to communicate and understand 
People, policies and Situations which surround US, we will 


invariably tend to accept them more easily. Diverse experiences 
lead to greater acceptance or tolerance. In the end, is this 
not what we are trying to attain through social Changes greater 


acceptance of others based on some fundamental 
share? 


values we all 


The last point I want to raise is the level at which we 
should try to work on the issues of communication and 
understanding. We often attempt to solve problems by 
implementing large-scale nation-wide policies. Instead, I think 
we should focus on ourselves and our surrounding environment. 
That in itself is a huge task. "Think globally, act locally" was 
what Michel Jurdant suggested. It may seem easy and Simplistic, 
but in fact it is not. Once we incorporate better communication 
and understanding skills in our own personal lives, perhaps we 
can attempt to look beyond our local scope. 


Now, what does all this have te do with planning? Well, in 
Our specialized world, planning is a function, and in any 
function, both communication and understanding are needed. 
Therefore, not only does this discussion apply to planning, but 
to all the fields we find in cur society and mostly ‘(and more 
importantly) to ourselves as individuals. 


Michel Desrochers 
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a) DRAFTING SESSION: 


To all Urban Studies students who wish to introduce them- 
selves to or improve their technical drafting skills, here is 
a great opportunity! 


On March 20th and March 27th (two Sundays), architect 
Jean Lemieux will present the basic skills necessary for realizing 
certain projects or simply improving them by means of graphics. 


The first hours will be reserved for introducing students 
to the various technical instruments and their use. The rest of 
the session will be devoted to drawing street and lot subdivisions, 
elevations, perspective drawings and some landscape architecture 
and site design plans. 


The entire session is 15 hours: 
March 20th: 10h00- 12h00 
13h00- 18h00 

March 27th: 10h00- 12h00 
13h00- 19h00 


and will be held in the Geography building (Z annex), at 2090 
MacKay Street in room Z-301 (third floor). 


If those students interested have access to drafting 
material (either at work or borrowed from someone else), please 
bring it along. One will need: 


- technical pencil, sharpener and plastic eraser 
- T-square 

- 2 set squares (45° anda 30°) 

- compass (and sand paper) 

- French curve(s) 

- triangular scale 

- masking tape 

*- drafting paper will be provided* 


For those students who do not have any material, it will 
be possible to use the material that I will borrow from the 
Geography Department. Students, however, should all have a 
TECHNICAL PENCIL (lead, eraser and sharpener). These are 
available at: British Blue Print 
1831 Ste-Catherine West 
Guy Métro, St-Mathieu exit 
*10% discount for students with ID,if paid cash 


To reserve your place be sure to sign the sheet in the 
USSA office (P-106) and give a deposit of $20. Space is limited, 
so hurry. The deadline is March 15th. For more info, contact 
Marie-Claude Bernier at 658-9296. (be sure to leave name and 
telephone number) 


b) T-SHIRTS: 


The deadline for ordering Urban Studies T-shirts is March 
10th, 5:00 pm. For those who would like to see what it will look 
like, there is a model of it at the USSA office (P-106). There is 
a sign-up sheet on the door. The price per T-Shirt is approxima- 
tely $6.00. So hurry to get your orders in because after the 10th 
of March, it will be too late. 

For more info, contact Jean-Marc Laverdure at 645-1405. 


c) ELECTIONS: 


It's time to start thinking aboaut next year. The USSA 
Executive is composed of 4 students in the following positions: 

- president 

- vice-president/secretary 

= treasurer 

- resource center chargee 


These positions are open to all students in Urban Studies 
who are not graduating. 


There will be a nomination period for each position, star- 
ting from now until Friday, March 25. A student can only be nomi- 
nated to one position. Nominations should be brought to the USSA 
office (P-106). 


On March 29, 30 and 31, nominees will tour Urban Studies 
classes and make themselves and their platform known. 


During the week of April 4th, elections will be held. Details 
of the electoral process have not yet been fully determined. We 
will inform you as soon as possible. 


For more info, contact Michel Desrochers at 937-5138. 


d) NOOSPHERE: 


The deadline for articles, poems, book reviews for Noosphere, 
this year's journal, is now March 14. For more info, contact Doug 
Raphael at 845-1230. 


e) HOCKEY: 


There is only one regular season game left for the URBA- 
KNIGHTS before the play-offs: 
Thursday, March 24, at 9:20 pm vs Men Without Skates. 


£) LACOLLE WEEKEND: 


The USSA has reserved the Lacolle Center for the weekend 
of April 30-May 1. There will be a sign-up sheet soon. For more 
info, contact Charlie Finley at 937-5138. 


ARCHITECTS AND PLANNERS IN SUPPORT OF NICARAGUA (APSNICA) 


OFFER THEIR NINTH 


MREHMITEGC TS &€ PLANNERS TRIP 
TO NICARAGUA 
JUNE 2 TO JUNE 11, 1988 


Participants will leave, from their respective cities, on June 1 
and meet in Mexico City with an overnight stay included in the cost. 


FROM MEXICO CITY: $750 COMPLETE * 
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The following activities are being planned: 


* Visit housing developments in * Visit prefab housing factories. 
Managua. 
* Visit an agricultural cooperative 
* Visit rural housing projects in and/or a state farm. 
the Matagalpa region. 
* Meet with neighborhood groups, 
* Meet with personnel at various Sandinista Defense Commitees. 
planning research centers. 
* Visit government officials at 


* Meet with housing and planning various ministries. 
officials at the Ministry of 
Housing and Human Settlements & * Visit market places. 


at the Ministry of Construction. 


We will not have a specific agenda until the day of arrival. Because of 
conditions in the country, all activities are subject to change. 


For more information, contact Steve Kerpen at: 


ARCHITECTS AND PLANNERS IN SUPPORT OF NICARAGUA 
1424 Old Topanga Canyon Road 
P.O. Box 1151 
Topanga, California 90290 
213.455. 1340 


A deposit of $100 is required. Payment of $530 (all expenses other than 
air travel) is due, prior to May 2. Checks should be made out to Peoples 
Center for Housing Change - APSNICA (PCHC-APSNICA is sufficient). 


Airline payments are due prior to May 2. Contact: Bob Geissel at 
Marazul Tours, 250 West 57th St., Suite 1311, New York, N.Y. 1107. 
Telephone: 212.582.9570 or 1.800.223.5334. Airline ticket payments may 
be made by credit card. 


* The airline portion of the cost is subject ta change. 
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Captain's log: Stardate 2088.3 


"In the Hoverdale District, the philanthropic Federation 
of Enforced Capitalism has responded to .... ah! screw it!..... 
if you don't know the story by now, you never will!" 


James T. Kurb flipped lovingly the last page of the 
Crapeau file as a sardonic gleam glittered beneath his veiled 
lids. Mr. Smog heard a slight giggle coming from his captain: 
"Jim, be careful, we don't want these Monads to notice you." 

"Sorry Smog", replied Kurb, "but the information is really 
fascinating and it applies directly to our situation. Crapeau 
took great care in avoiding the real issues in Muntreall. He 
managed to focus public attention and loyalty on glittering 
short-lived showcases, which produced worship-like reactions 
from the lower classes and profit making schemes for the econo- 
mic elite. He was dubbed the 'Bob Barker of Municipal Politics'." 

"If we succeed today, Captain", Smog interjected, "Star- 
feet Command has hinted to change the name of Gemeinschaft Square 
in the Pat Robertson Sector - which is near God - to Kurb Square." 

"Where did you here that, Smog?" asked Dr. McCoy. 

"Well, I heard it down at the Department of Exploitation. 
As you know, according to Bill 10000001, all signs in the Fede- 
ration of Enforced Capitalism must be in Galactic Stardard 
Dialect. Since this sign contravenes the law, Gemeinschaft must 
be eradicated from the face of the galaxy. It's the logical step." 


As the three crewmembers chatted, the preparations for the 
consultation gala were drawing to a close, and the first bedaz- 
zling moments were about to occur. The specially constructed 
CONSULTATION CENTER was packed to the rafters with gathered 
luminaries from the Federation, who occupy the front center seats, 
and with the native Monads, who are cordonned off from the VIPs 
(Venemous Influence Peddlers). 


sentimental images of nuclear-family-oriented housing on Planet 
Void. Choruses of oohs and aahs exploded from the assembled 
masses as the bright colors and glowing illusions stroked their 
consumer mentality. A deep voice boomed from the bank of speakers 
bordering the stage: "Cherished Monads, join the BMW-Jacuzzi 
family in welcoming the wave of the Future. Don't get left 
behind, frittering away your lives in the backwaters of the 
galaxy. Worshiping our new tower to the stars will give new 
meaning to your lives. Living in the Blah-Blah Sector poses an 
exciting challenge in a location poised on the edge of forever. 
You, the Monads, are the chosen people." A choir of co-opted 
Monads, singing their national anthem, were greeted by deafening 
cheers, which cascaded down the rows of the dancing throng. 


é Two giant screens descended from the ceiling. Reified 3 
| images of the glittering towers to the stars were embossed by 4) 


chore 
The last note of rhe led away and, with the radical 
juxtaposition of images still exploding in everybody's brain, 
Kurb pranced onto the stage: "So, comrades, now is the time to 
express the desire of your people. Do you wish to participate 
in this glorious vision of the future?!?" 


Just as the massive crowd was drawing a communal breath 
to voice the affirmative, a solitary figure stood up from the 
overwhelmed multitude, deviated from the political hegemony, and 


boldly stated: "NO!" A blanket of silence enveloped the hordes 
of Monads as a million eyes turned towards this conscious-raising 
speaker. 


"Hey, Jim!", called out Zones, "it looks as though someone 
just threw a monkey wrench into your engine...." 


Are you thoroughly engrossed in our story, small "a" 
anarchists? Will the conscious-raising Monad succeed in destroying 
Kurb's democracy of illusion? Will Captain Kurb have a sleeve 
up his ace? What are Monads? Do they eat “Anarchist Cookies"? 

And do Monads have fluoride in their veins? Tune in next month 
for the concluding episode of Urban Trek, to be discovered in 
this year's final issue of Urban Scrawl! (Batteries not included. ) 


The Intergalactic Anarchists 
(Members of the CPAQ: 
Corporation Professionnelle 
des Anarchistes du Québec) 
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On Feb.10, Ralph Nader dropped by Concordia to speak about 
"Toxic Cloud and Incinerators", an issue related to urban 
studies. With an attendance of about 200 people, Nader explained 
the two basic faults with our garbage situation: we have too 
much of it, and we are not disposing of it properly. 


He links the first problem with consumerism and marketing in 
our society. For instance, the weight of the packaging (which in 
turn becomes garbage) is just as great as the weight of the 
products themselves. Further, Nader argued that we are not 
eliminating our waste in the best possible way. Incinerators, 
such as the one in Montreal, are the most expensive method of 
disposing of garbage, and release various toxic substances in the 
atmosphere. 


Ud 


He suggested two fundamental ways of dealing with the 


garbage problem. The first is to recycle our garbage. Lasalle 
is the only city in the Montreal area which has a municipal 
selective garbage pick-up. He pointed out the many positive 


benefits of recycling. Secondly, Nader focused on education to 
help alleviate the negative consequences of our solid wastes. 
Here at Concordia, there is a citizen and student group called 
Quebec Public Interest Research Group which could work on 
education and issues such a garbage recycling. (Right now, OFIRG 
is trying to gain greater autonomy from CUSA. This issue is 
included in the referendum of March 8, 9 and 10.) 


All in all, Ralph Nader gave avery lively and insightful 
lecture at Concordia. Hopefully, as individuals and as planners, 
we will learn and put into practise the notions of recycling our 
waste as much as possible. 


Michel Desrochers 
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VILLAGES UNDER FIRE 
Tiny villages carved out of mountain slopes are the 


battlegrounds of northern Nicaragua. From hand-built shelteis 


families make their living off the land surrounding theix 
communities. Under constant threat of Contra attacks and 
ambush, these people build their towns, run their farming 
cooperatives and protect their lives and livelihood 

with little outside help against the American-equipped 
army. Help comes in the form of international volunteers 
who provide basic medical, sanitary and engineering 
expertise. 


Yul Psatz, a West German engineer, is just such a 
volunteer. He provided knowledge and helped to build 
latrines for two villages.-On February 17, the Concordia 
Central American Commitee asked him to present a slide 
show to give «sinter-lound Canadians a taste of life in 
Central America. 

Accompanied by a suburb soundtrack containing the 
music and voices of Nicaragua, the show provided an 
emotional snapshot of the Sandinista revolution and the 
people of the country(including the often overlooked 
Creoles and Indians of the Atlantic Coast region). 

The most evocative portion of the show involved the 
villages in which Psatz worked- smiles, homes ,flashing 
eyes and above all guns-guns in the hands of farmers, 
children, and cooks--guns capped by faces, many of 
whom are now dead. 

Psatz brought an intensly personal perspective 
to the war in Nicaragua. Not a few of the now departed 
faces on the screen were his friends. Those of us in the 


audience could see the frustration in his face as he spoke 
of the energy wasted on war that could be spent building 


lives. He also conveyed the conviction of a people who, 
for the first time in decades -- despite a debilitating 
war-- had control over their own lives and communities. 
When asked what he thought would happen in Nicaragua, 
Psatz replied "I don't know what will happen but I do 
know that they (the people in the villages) will never 
go back to the way it was before-- after all this they 
can't go back." 


Charles Finley 
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OUR WORLD - THEY WANT IT - 


The Search for a North American Urbanism 
The above was the title of Jaquelin Rohertson’s 
lecture given on Febuary 16 at the Alcan Architectural 
lecture Series. Robertson is one of the continent*s most 
prominent planners and architects, and an outspoken critic of 
postwar urban development in North America. True ts his 
character, Robertsan began his speech with, "we've made a 
hash of our cities: we've built more in the past 40 years 
than the previous TOG and 90 percent of it is gunk. Qur 
cities are badly planned, cheaply built, wasteful of 
resources, and ugly". However. he cited some exceptions such 
as the Chicago waterfront, some old towns in southern United 
States, and parts of Montreal. But overall. he noted, most 
cities in North America are quite depressing places to be. 


According to Robertean, you cannat make a good 
city with individually well-designed buildings. The streets * 
not the buildings, are the most important element in the 
desiqn of cities. It i where the life of the city takes 
place, Robertsan emphasized. Since World War II, the emphasis 
in North America has been on individual Huildings and not the 
city as 4 whole. What we have ended up with are cities with a 
cluster of high-rise buildings surrounded by vast oceans of 
land devoted to parking lots. Robertson cited Houston, Texas 
aS atypical example of this. Adding a touch of humour, he 
equated downtown Houston with what Hiroshima looked like 
after the bomb: a city full of empty lots, 
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main problem is zoning regulations, according 

to Rebertson Most North American cities are way averzoned; 
“they allow densi Api much higher than justified by the real 
market demand", (London, 1988). Many cities permit a Floor 
Area Fatia (FAR) -— the ratio of total floor snace to land 
> to be Built with much 
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Robertson said, "the absorption ra becomes greater than the 
actual rate af greawth in a city". This means a few larqe 
buildings are out up leaving what vacant land is left to 
parking lots. He believes that in 99 percent af Narth 
American cities the FAR shauld be no more than 4 or 5S. " We 
could accomodate all foreseeable needs in much lower density 


a 
Buildings an already vacant downtown land", ({Ihid.). 


Robertson alsa said that vou cannot make a good 
Guality Raspes with excessive variety. Todav. cities are full 
oF buil nqs of many different shapes and sizes, materials, 
cueare. gee setbacks. He said that the best narts sof cities 
are those with buildings of similar scale and materials. 
Harmony and Simplicity work best, Robertson believes. Farks 
and open spaces should also be slanned simply. Differing 
materials levels, elements, and vegetatian should be kept to 
a 62 Hd mem, he said. 
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The latter part of Robertson*’s lecture was 
devoted to examples of successful city building in North 
America. He showed numerous slides of Williamsburg, Virginia 
where architecture and mature are perfectiy balanced. 
Williamsburg also incorporates wide rights of way for 
pedestrians, human scale huildings, and clear demarcations 
between public and private land. Robertson especially liked 
the plan af Savannah, Georgia. The best patterned city in the 
United States, he claimed, Savannah’s qrid plan allows for 
easy expansion or aqrowth. Robertson gave examples of other 
successful planning, such as Charleston, South Carolina, and 
parts of St. Louis, Missouri. He alsa discussed how well 
Thomas Jefferson’s University of Virginia balanced 
architecture and landscape and used limited material and 
architectural style. 


Robertson opropased that we look for an urbanism 
which is more, “workable, feasible, and adequate to people’s 
needs", than the North American urbanism of the last forty 


years. 


Feference: 


London, Mark. "Modern City is Badly Flanned, Wasteful and 
Ugly. Critic Says", in Architecture Sectian, THE GAZETTE. 
(Saturday, Febuary 27, 1988). pq. J-14. 
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